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15
,0

0
0

–3
0

,0
0

0
 years ago, the L

aurentide Ice S
heet headed south 

from
 C

anada throug
h N

ew
 E

ng
land. T

he ice sheet scraped up the 
bedrock and deposited billions of stones throug

hout N
ew

 E
ng

land. 
From

 the m
id 13

0
0

s to about m
id 18

0
0

, N
ew

 E
ng

land w
as in the 

L
ittle Ice A

ge. T
he frozen soil caused stones to be unearthed w

hen 
the sum

m
er sun w

arm
ed the soil.

C
olonial G

row
th

C
olonial pioneers took advantage of the rich soils in N

ew
 E

ng
land. B

y 
the m

id 18
0

0
s, farm

ers had cleared acres of land and upheaved the 
soil, revealing

 the stones underneath. S
tones w

ere piled into w
alls to 

protect farm
land and to rem

ove the unw
anted stone from

 the fi
elds. 

W
ith the advent of m

echanized farm
 equipm

ent, m
asonry w

as added 
to m

any w
alls, especially those along

 roads and front yards.

Fun Facts
D

uring
 the L

ittle Ice A
ge, tem

peratures w
ere 1–1.5

 
deg

rees C
elsius cooler than historical average.

In 20
15

, g
lobal annual average tem

peratures w
ere 0

.9
0

 deg
rees 

C
elsius w

arm
er than the 20

th century average.

http://w
w

w
.sm

ithsonianm
ag

.com
/history/a-brief-history-of-the-salem

-w
itch-trials-175

16
24
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S
alem

 W
itch Trials

In January of 16
9

2, R
everend S

am
uel P

arris’ daug
hter and niece

accused three w
om

en of being
 w

itches. T
ituba, P

arris’ slave and one 
of the accused, confessed and the paranoia beg

an.

W
om

en from
 all over S

uffolk, E
ssex, and M

iddlesex counties w
ere

accused of w
itchcraft and put on trial. B

y M
ay of 16

9
3

, all of the
accused w

ere pardoned, but the dam
age w

as already done. A
lm

ost
20

0
 w

om
en w

ere accused of w
itchcraft, 19

 people w
ere hung

, and a
71-year old m

an w
as pressed to death by heavy stones.

E
nd

icott’s E
scap

e R
oute

D
uring

 the paranoia, w
om

en w
ere scared for their lives. W

om
en

accused of w
itchcraft, if not executed, risked death in the prisons.

W
itch’s L

ane, w
hich runs throug

h the E
ndicott trails and cam

pus, w
as

once used to help som
e of the accused w

om
en escape from

 S
alem

.

Fun Facts
T

he paranoia orig
inated in S

alem
 V

illage and S
alem

 Tow
n, 

now
 D

anvers and S
alem

.

E
ng

land had ended their 3
0

0
-year w

itch hunt only 10
 years

prior to the S
alem

 W
itch Trials.
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W
etland

s
W

etlands are areas w
here w

ater, sedim
ents, and detritus drain into a

low
-lying

 outlet, creating
 a hom

e for a variety of org
anism

s.

V
ernal P

ools are seasonal w
etlands found on the W

est C
oast and the

G
laciated N

ortheast. D
uring

 the sum
m

er and fall m
onths they are dry.

In w
inter and spring

, the w
ater accum

ulates, allow
ing

 for aquatic 
species to thrive.

W
hy D

oes It M
atter?

W
etlands are hom

e to a w
ide range of insects, am

phibeans, birds, and
m

am
m

als. Insects that eat m
osquitoes, like dragonfl

ies, lay their eg
g

s 
in w

etlands. Frog
s and other am

phibeans also use the nutrient-rich 
w

aters to raise their young
.

W
etlands provide im

portant ecosystem
 services, such as 

w
ater purifi

cation and nutrient cycles. T
hese cycles help to keep 

ecosystem
s healthy. 

Fun Facts
B

oston is prim
arily a w

etland that w
as fi

lled in during
 the 170

0
s.

W
etlands sequestor carbon in their plants and carbon 

dioxide in the soil.
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/hem

lock-w
oolly-adelg

id D
am

ag
e to H

em
locks

H
em

lock W
oolly A

delg
id (H

W
A

) lay eg
g

s on the native E
astern 

H
em

locks. H
W

A
 aphids attach to H

em
locks, deplete the tree’s 

nutrients, and eventually kill the tree in 2–4
 years.

W
ithin m

onths of infestation, a H
em

lock can start to discolor 
and lose its needles. Infested H

em
locks are vulnerable to 

disease and infestations from
 other species.

L
ife C

ycle of H
W

A
H

W
A

 are all fem
ales; they reproduce asexually. A

s the eg
g

s 
hatch in the late spring

, the larvae im
m

ediately attach to the 
hem

lock needles and start to drain the nutrients. B
y M

arch of 
the follow

ing
 year, each nym

ph can lay 5
0

–175
 eg

g
s, thereby 

w
orsening

 the infestation.

Fun Facts
T

here are no natural predators to H
W

A
 in this reg

ion. 
T

hey are an invasive species.

T
he Tooth-necked Fung

us B
eetle has been

introduced to com
bat the infestation.
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A
m

erican C
hestnut

E
ndicott is hom

e to a sm
all stand of A

m
erican C

hestnuts, a fast-
g

row
ing

 decay-resistant hardw
ood. T

he A
m

erican C
hestnut is an 

ideal tree for our ecosystem
 and in the 19

th century, A
m

erican 
C

hestnuts m
ade up 4

0
%

 of the eastern hardw
ood forests. 

C
arpenters value the w

ood for its lig
ht w

eig
ht and longevity.

T
he B

lig
ht

T
he fung

us C
ryphonectria parasitica has infected m

ost native 
A

m
erican C

hestnuts. T
he fung

us w
as discovered in N

ew
 York in 

19
0

4
. W

ithin 5
0

 years, close to four billion A
m

erican C
hestnut 

trees died from
 the C

hestnut blig
ht. T

he fung
us attacks the bark 

of the tree, creating
 cankers throug

hout the tree. P
ostules m

ay 
appear and burst w

ith spores, spreading
 the fung

us.

Fun Facts
A

m
erican C

hestnuts produce a nut that is edible to both 
p

eo
p

le an
d

 w
ild

life.

T
he w

ood w
as used for furniture, shing

les, fences,
and m

ore.

Fun Facts
A

 fi
re in the 19

9
0

s cleared part of 
E

ndicott’s forest and started the 
forest succession all over ag

ain.

W
e now

 have sm
all B

irches and 
A

spens g
row

ing
 in the sun rich 

upper forest.
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Endicott trails are a partnership between Physical Plant, 
the Office of Sustainability, the Department of Athletics, 
and the Department of Environmental Science. 

Trail Guide

Endicott’s three miles of trails 
offer a great place to explore, and 
are home to Endicott’s men’s and 
women’s cross country teams. 
The trails offer a glimpse of New 
England’s vast geology. From 
large rocks scraped up from the 
Laurentide Ice Sheet, to human- 
caused forest successsion, 
Endicott’s Witch’s Lane provides a 
relaxing and educational hike.

Discover Nature

S
alem

 W
itch Trials

W
itch’s L

ane tod
ay

S
alt m

arshes are also w
etlands. T

hey 
provide habitats and fl

ood storage. 
E

ndicott has one by P
atch B

each.
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rag
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y N
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p
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Insid
e view

 of a H
W

A
 

eg
g

 sac
E

astern H
em

lock
infested

 w
ith H

W
A

H
em

lock
 after 

infestation
H

ealthy H
em

lock

A
m

erican 
C

hestnut leaf

A
m

erican 
C

hestnut fruit
A

m
erican C

hestnut

S
hrubs and

other sm
all

bushes start
to g

row
.

S
un-loving

trees, like
A

spen and
B

irches, g
row

.
S

hade tolerant
species
(M

aples, etc.)
g

row
 in the

underbrush.

T
he faster-g

row
-

ing
 trees start to 

die and sturdier 
trees surpass 
and shade the 
sun-loving

 trees. 
S

pecies such as 
O

ak, E
lm

, and 
P

ine dom
inate

the low
er sec-

tions of E
ndicott.
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